NETHERLEE AND
STAMPERLAND PARISH
CHURCH NEWSLETTER

SECOND SUMMER 2026 EDITION

From the Editor

Welcome to our second summer edition. | spent last
week on a long-awaited river cruise; we were meant
to go down the Rhine but due to the recent very dry
speII the river was too Iow to navigate and therefore =
’ we had to spend most of the time diverted to the Moselle.
Over the coming months, | will be using the great number of
photos taken in both Catholic and Lutheran churches so watch
out! This floral display caught my eye in Trier, Germany’s
oldest city.

We will now return to a monthly Newsletter with the next
deadline being Tuesday 8" September 2026. As always,
articles (and pictures in .jpg format) can be submitted at any
time to nandsnewsletter@btinternet.com.

Karen McQueen

Church Services

The Sunday services will continue at 10.30 a.m. throughout
the summer. The Wednesday Services at 10.30 a.m. will
resume on 5t August 2026, with the first month end lunch
on 26 August. This lunch is a “drop in” any time from 11.00
a.m.; there is no necessity to have attended the service, all
are welcome. Please call George Cowan on 07917 592667 if you require minibus
transport.

Vestry Hour will resume in September.

\=_/ & Summer Office Hours

The church office summer hours continue with me
working on a Thursday from home and on a Friday in
A‘ the church office, both from 8.30am to 11.30am.
: ) g@ | will be on holiday Tuesday 4™ to Saturday 15t
/ _ | August inclusive, then will revert to my full office
‘ hours week commencing Monday 17" August.
Elspeth Reid
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From the Minister

Friends,

It hardly seems possible that we are already at the end of
July. It feels as though only yesterday we were looking
forward to the summer months, and now here we are
wondering where the time has gone. We enjoyed a lovely
spell of warm sunshine that encouraged us outdoors, into our
gardens, local parks and holiday destinations. More recently,
however, the familiar Scottish weather has returned with a
vengeance! The rain has reappeared, the temperatures have
dropped, and the evenings already seem to be losing some of their brightness. It is a
timely reminder that life is always changing, often when we least expect it.

For some, the summer months bring opportunities to travel, spend time with family and
friends, or simply enjoy a change of pace. | hope that many of you have been able to find
moments of rest and refreshment. Yet | also know that summer isn't always relaxing. For
many parents and grandparents, the school holidays mean days filled with childcare,
trips to the park, baking, games, sleepovers and plenty of energy! It can be wonderfully
rewarding, but also wonderfully tiring. Whether your summer has been peaceful or
particularly busy, | hope you have found time to pause and recognise God's presence in
the ordinary moments of each day. Jesus understood the importance of stepping away
from the busyness of life. After the disciples had returned from a particularly demanding
time of ministry, He gently said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place
and get some rest." (Mark 6:31). Those words still speak to us today. Rest isn't always
about going on holiday; sometimes it is simply allowing ourselves to pause long enough
to remember that God is with us, sustaining us whatever our circumstances.

Although many activities pause a little during the summer, the life of our church certainly
doesn't stop. Worship continues each Sunday, and it has been a joy to welcome familiar
faces alongside visitors over the past few weeks. Our Wednesday Coffee Fellowship has
also continued throughout July, providing a place to enjoy conversation, friendship and
plenty of tea and coffee. These moments of simply being together are every bit as
important as our organised events, because they remind us that church is not simply
somewhere we come on a Sunday, it is a family that journeys together through every
season of life. As we look ahead to August, many of our regular groups and activities will
begin to return, and | look forward to seeing our church building becoming busier once
again. Whether you have been away for part of the summer or have been here every
week, you will receive a warm welcome.

May | also remind those who are unable to join us for worship that Home Communion is
always available. If you, or someone you know, would appreciate receiving Communion
at home, please speak to me or contact your district elder, who will be pleased to
arrange this. In the same way, if you would value a visit from me, whether for a chat,
prayer, or simply some company, please don't hesitate to let me know, or ask your elder
to get in touch on your behalf. It is one of the greatest privileges of ministry to spend
time with you, and | am always grateful for the opportunity to share in both the joyful
and the more challenging moments of your lives. /...
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From the Minister (continued)

Thank you, too, for the kindness, encouragement and support you continue to show me
and Bill. We both feel incredibly blessed to be part of this church family, and | am
thankful each day for the privilege of serving as your minister.

Yours in Him and for Him

Jillian x

Our Minibus and Window Restoration Projects

On behalf of our Church family we would like to thank those
who have recently made generous donations in support of these
important projects which enhance the life, work and witness of
our congregation. Should you wish to make such a donation, in
respect of either project, you may consider making your
donation directly to the church, by cheque or cash in a marked envelope which is placed
in the weekly offering, or paid directly to our bank account, by bank transfer.

The account details are as follows:
Account name: Netherlee and Stamperland (Church of Scotland)
Account number: 00291475 Sort code: 80-12-88

Alternatively, there is a facility to donate using the DONA card reader in the Welcome
Hall. However, the parameters of the DONA system restrict our ability to claim Gift Aid
on such donations, and therefore we would respectfully ask that if you do choose this
method to donate, please leave your contact details when prompted to do so, which will
allow us to claim Gift Aid on your gift (where we have your mandate on record), and also
allow us to acknowledge your generosity.

With sincere thanks for your prayerful support.
Yours in Him & for Him

Rev. Jillian Storrie

Thank You

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone who
responded to our recent appeal for juice and sugar for the Lodging
House Mission. We have been overwhelmed by the generosity and
kindness shown by our church family and the wider community. Your
response has been a wonderful reminder of God'’s love in action and
the compassion that exists within our community. The donations will help us continue to
welcome and care for those experiencing homelessness, offering comfort and
refreshments to those who need it most .

LHM
=360

Please continue to keep the work of the Lodging House Mission, our volunteers, and all
those we serve in your prayers.

With grateful thanks,

Christine McGowan ¢ Barbara Cochrane
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The Great Netherlee and Stamperland

Bake Off — Let’s Get Baking!
Get your aprons ready and your ovens warmed up
— our very own Great Netherlee and
Stamperland Bake Off is happening on Saturday
29th August from 2pm to 4pm, and we can’t wait
to see (and taste!) what you’ve been creating. Whether you’re a seasoned baker or someone
who just loves a good excuse to make a mess in the kitchen, there’s a category for everyone:

e Traybakes

e Fruit Loaves

e Shortbread (6 pieces)

e Preserves

e Pancakes (4 identical)

e Two-tier decorated sponge cake

Feeling extra enthusiastic? Enter as many categories as you like — it’s just £1 per entry.
We also have two special categories:
e For the men: Scones — 6 identical, any flavour
e For the children: Decorated Cupcakes — with entries welcome from pre-
schoolers, Primary 1 - 3 and Primary 4—-7

Just bring your beautifully labelled creations to the church on Saturday morning between
10am and 12pm. Make sure your name and contact number are clearly attached.
Our judging panel is ready (and very excited) to sample your masterpieces. They include:
e Rev. lJillian Storrie
e Barbara Cochrane, our own expert baker
e James Morton, local resident and runner-up from The Great British Bake Off
Series 3
They promise to be fair, friendly... and completely immune to bribery.

Even if you’re not entering, come along for the fun. We’ll have a tearoom serving tea,
coffee, and plenty of delicious home baking. And don’t miss the prize-giving at 3.30pm
— it should be a highlight. It’s set to be a brilliant afternoon of community, creativity,
and cake. We can’t wait to see you there.

Alison McKean for The Planning and Communications Group

On Wednesday 5" August we’re holding an Open Afternoon at

. . Glasgow SE
the foodbank. Drop in any time between 3pm and 6pm m b k
(entrance through the pink gate on Warren Street; step-free f{gg&hﬁgﬂ
access through the car park opposite Holyrood School) for a
chance to see the foodbank, chat to staff and volunteers about our work, and watch the
short documentary made about us earlier this year, Our Neighbours. We'll be screening it
at regular intervals throughout the afternoon, and the team behind the film will be there
to talk about it to anyone who'd like to know more. Entry is free and we’ll be serving
refreshments.
Marjorie Lang and Catriona Gomez
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Sunday Club

On Sunday 215 June we thought about Jesus
preparing his Disciples for their new life of preaching
the Gospel. We enjoyed a game of Bible ‘Guess
Who?’ where the children showed they really do
know their bible people. The following Sunday was
our last of the term so after the presentation of books
by lJillian, we headed off to the Derby and the play
park. The weather stayed fine but not too hot to melt
the ice creams.

. As ever we welcome all children into Sunday Club so
please let any visitors know we are here for their

- R children. Our first meeting of the new session will
be on Sunday 6" September 2026. We look forward to welcoming old friends and new.

The Sunday Club Team

Ladies’ Group

Calling ladies of all ages! We have begun to set up a ladies’
group similar to the men’s association (can’t see green
cheese) for social evenings/days away. The ideas would be o
led by the group. If you are interested in being part of this, ML |
please either e-mail (marjorie35@hotmail.co.uk) or message -. u
me (07732938631) your name and phone number and | will add you to the WhatsApp

group.

Marjorie Lang

’ CRANHILL The nearly new shop at Cranhill Development Trust
DEVELOPMENT  (CDT) is open for business. As you know it continues
TRUST to satisfy a real need for some of the folks in that area

of Glasgow. Your donations of nearly new clothes and
and bric-a-brac are most welcome.

As | mentioned previously the CDT have a ‘Bra Bank’ within the shop. Monies received
from this and all other donations are used to help with the running of the Trust. Please
label any such bags accordingly. Similarly, if you are donating items considered as rags
please mark those bags appropriately. As always items should be labelled for Cranhill and
left in the cupboard in the Welcome Hall opposite the ladies’ toilet. If this is full, please
get in touch with me so | can make alternative arrangements regarding storage and or
collection. For more information click the link to their website above.

Many thanks.
N & S Coordinator Gordon Lang
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To Celebrate the USA’s 250" Anniversary

(Reproduction of Professor Ronald Crawford’s article published in the Glasgow Herald)

iAS the United States today celebrates

A SCOTTISH PERSPECTIVE

his name to the American Constitution.
Wilson attended the University of
St Andrews and, it is thought, some law

the fourth of ]ﬁesnd the 250th classes at Glasgow
anniversary of the Declaration of ~ When he was contemplating the offer
3 lence — when Americans of becoming head of Princeton College
A their right to be treated as ‘Witherspoon received successive visits
5 independem nation free from from two men, themselves Princetonians
| British colonial rule - Scots everywhere  — Richard Stockton and Benjamin Rush.
have cause to celebrate with them. The latter was then a medical student at
| That'sbecause of the huge, but largely  Edinburgh, They were deputed by the
| unrecognised, contribution Scotland college trusteos totryto pexsuad
have made to the found; pt their
! wth and devel wh|d1 th ]l din domg
~of America. In particular, we neglect Both men wtmlds@ the Declaration.
the important role played by three ‘We might picture the scene in the

dissemination.

| Asanative of Paisley, and as a historian
‘wnhaspecmlm(erestm 18th century
and America, I still find it

‘were not native to the town - spent
their formative years in Paisley before
emigrating to colonial America.

America is in fact all over Paisley - if
you know where to look.

Most obviously, just outside the main
entrance to Paisley Abbey, there are two
lifesize statues of two poets — Robert
Tannahill and Alexander Wilson. One
(Tannahill) was in the shadow of the
other (Wilson), whose fame rests not so
much on his verse but as the justly
celebrated father of American
ornithology and precursor of John
James Audubon,

A!exnnder Wilson ( 1766—1813) did

not to America: he “fugitated”
there to escape imprisonment for
sedition. But that was in 1794, almost |
tl:: decades after the Declaration of

Movmgtunheru dwl-hghsueet,
the modern 4

winter of 1767: three men round a table
in the minister’s Laigh Church manse
in Paisley, two of them Americans,
hammering out the prospects awaiting
‘Witherspoon in Princeton. All three
were men of destiny set to pay their part

tyhe Ar’:encan l}l{leevoluho s

‘ears later, in the College 1, John
Witherspoon would officiate at the
marriage of Rush to Stockton’s daughter.

Besides these two Scottish signers of
the Declaration, Witherspoon and
James Wilson, it is for the purpose of
memorialising another Paisley emigre
to revolutionary America that my |
article is dedicated.

That is partly because of his trade - he
was a hands-on craftsman, a bookseller,
binder and circulating library proprietor
~ but also from a determination to avoid
the limelight.

Robert Aitken (1735-1802), if he is
mentioned at all, earns no more than a
footnote in most histories of the birth
of the United States,

I have described him as a “Conduit of
Liberty’ based og research [ undertook
tha Library Company

'was fortunate

toAltken s )
rd

55, of the West of cmmeﬂyme
| of Paisley, '.hereltands

statue. This is the
ohn Witherspoon (172&1794).

e work of

socall
meticulously updated day and daily i in
his own hand.

There I found entries for all the great
names of the American Revolution,

, Sootmhsc\ﬂmorAlexanderStoddan
you can get close enough to it
wﬂld.\scovcrl;is&n,rephcaloffswd
angnaloum e the chapel of Pnncelon
University, ew]eney The legend
nmnlngmund plmddxeAmelxrzan
si

hn Adams,
Franklin and Thomas ]eﬁerson, but
excludlng Georgg Wns ington, wi hq

Precldent of the College of New Jersey
now Princeton University), teacher of
% US presidents and, prior to his
emxgrauon to America, Church of
Scotland minister of the Lalgh (or Low)
Church, Paisley. ‘Witherspoon’s church
| survives in New Street as the Paisley
Arts Centre.

]ohn Wﬂ.helspoon signed the
2t n, one ofonlytwo Scots to
(1742- 98), gumllyaflx'“oes Vé‘eumnl’lfe
-1798), ori m Ceres,
! who, ‘Witherspoon, also—as a
lﬂwyerpracusmgm Pennsylvania - put

~ and th. only copy outside

depicts the five-man drafting comnuuu
their work to the Congress P!
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A rare 1776 of the US

one of just 11

Aftera sojourning visit of a few by the and good

with fighting the Brmsﬁ redcoats tobuy  months in 1769, when he tested the ‘ ‘ the 13 former colonies now at war w
and read books from Aitken’s shop. market in lelphia for bookselling what they had once leplded as th

Originally from Dalpk:ﬂl Abmiin was m(uhllshu;g, Anken with his wife It was Aitken mother count

isley by the , son and daughter

town's rapid expansion as a centre of Jane, left Scotland for good in 1771. from PE-ISIGY a certain Thomas Paine, who had
hand-loom weaving enabling its Itis probable, though not certain, that who earned recently arrived in America with
_manufacturers to offer at least seasonal ~ Witherspoon - who aletter of recommendation from
“employment and relatively high wages.  Scotland for America three  years earlier from Congzess ranklin of Crz S

Alnké:n ﬁ;::me; :nllnea:g of - playfe}«‘! apart }1:: encouggng Al:ken, _ the nght to London, in his waxstcos: pocket. But ""’
exploiting lent for one of his parishioners, to emigrate, that, as they say, is another sto)

il arvsndcommercal - Rir e dnd ofthe Df:ﬁg:uon 2 ggnt and e h:
mnmaﬁon e opened asmall bookshop  begun in July ut not fully  Ronald Lyndsay Crawford P DLl
in the t.own centre that incorporated a completed until August - it was Aitken mesde“lm&te an honorary visiting professor in his

rary, thus igand from Paisley who earned from Congress ocumem in the Unidersity of Strathclyde and
exploiting Panslers growing xeputahon the right to print and disseminate author of The Lost World Of John
~which stayed vmh it for more than a the documentvm the pams of his L Wil )n (Aberdeen University
ial Press, 2014) and Scotland And America
allied to anenthusmm forlearning. ihoug.h shortlived serial publicanon read _ InTheAge Of Paine” (also AUP, 2022
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Window Renovation Project

Folks who have been attending the large hall to enjoy coffee
and a chat over the summer will have seen that the major
works to the hall windows have progressed at pace. The works
are in fact now complete to the windows on the south and
west face of the hall leaving only the north windows to be
finished when the temporary Perspex covers will be removed.
The process has been to take out the rectangular window
frames, take them away for workshop refurbishment, workon =
the metal borders which are seated in the stonework, then
Pring the frames back to‘be reseated in those metal borders

' and secure them
there with specialist
s = mastic.

The windows were

- first installed when
the hall was built in

{ 1928, so they were
due some TLC and are
now pristine once
more.

Tony Ireland

Published on behalf of

Netherlee and Stamperland Parish Church

Scottish Charity Number: SC015303 Congregation Number 161065
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